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CONFriJENTI 1\.L (UnclatJs1f1t::d upon rt.N•ova.L of en(;losurc (l)) 

From: Command1.ng Offt.cE:..r., Fjgllt.eJ Sq11adJ:Oll T\\0 ONE 1'Hl\EE 
To: Chief of NdVal Opel:dt.l.ons (OP-0502} 

Subj: c;onmtcmd History; submistuon of 

Ref: (a) OPNAVINST !.J750 .. 12B 

Encl: (1) Squadron History for Cdlendar. Year 1973 

1. In ~ccordance \•lith x:efex:enc;e (a) 1 enclos~ce (1) is 
fo:r:warded as OPNAV Report 5750.1 .. 

Copy tQ• 
CNO (OP 09B9) 
CINCPA~P't:.T 
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COHFITP.~WWINGPA<.: 
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SU»JBCT CO GE~KRAL O&tLASSlFICATlO~ 
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1 DEC 72 

31 DEC 72 

1 JAN 73 

10 :JAN 73 

16 JAN 73 

20 JAN 73 

1-28 FEB 73 
8 FEB 13 

1-16 MAR 73 
13-30 l-IAR 73 

15-30 MAR 73 

1-30 APR 73 
2 APR 73 

1-·31 MAY 73 
29 MAY - 1 JUN 73 

4-30 JUN 73 
l'l-30 J"UN 7 3 

1 JUL 73 
3-31 JUL 73 
9-26 JUL 73 

28 JUL - 2 AUG 73 

3-10 AUG 73 
12-16 AUG 73 

17-21 AUG 73 
22-26 AUG 73 

27 AUG - 4 SE?. 73 

B: •. tE? CHRONOLOGY OF 1973 ---------------
- .A.:i.r.c:~·aft Conc1.i.·::ion<:~l Eva:u.1ation { -CE: i 

Prosr1:· vm undc:::c i;ak.-::n. F:i. rst ai:;:<.:1"::J.ft. 
ind:J.c~;.(.;;d (15"1243} 

•· End of post deplO:ii'!!ler.~·l:: s·i.:andc1o~·m. 

- Turrw.round. training schedule s ~;a..- ·i:ed 
(classroom) 

- Began inst:nUTI.ent refresher and day 
AIC aircrew training (simulators and 
airborne) 

- Enrolled one aircrew at TOPGUN Fight.e: 
l'Jeapons School 

- Began night AI( aircre"lit training 

- Day and night AIC t:rain:i.ng 
- Aircrew completed Fig-h:ter v?eapcns Sch1 

- Day and n.i.9ht AIC tra:i.='.ing 
- Air combat maneuvering {AC!-1) sy1.l:.1"!::li..lS 

started 
- Night A!C and pr.oficiency trai:1:i.ng 

- ACM and night AIC training 
- ACE program completed. La~t aircrc-.ft 

·transferred bacl-c to squadron (157254.) 

- ACM and night AIC training 
- EW and ECM trainir.g 

- Conventional 'i·7eapons training 
- Deployment to NAS Fallon, Nevada for 

Air Wing Ops and conve~1tional weapons 
training 

- Returned to NAS Miramar 
- ACM training 
-- FCLP at NAS Miramar fo:c new p:U.ot.s in 

preparation for :~nitia1 F4.J CAHQUALS 
- Initial CARQUl~L for seven neh'" pilcts 

aboard USS ~~GER 

- FCLP at HAS Mi.ramar 
- Squadron CARQUAL refresher c:J:>c.:.rJ uss 

KITTY HAWK (all airc:re'tiS} 
- Based aEhore at NAS JVIiramar 
- Aboard USS KITTY HAWK f0r. ship Ops 

ref~·asher 
- Based ctshore at NAS l•t.h·aru?..r 

Enclo31.!.:Ce {1) 



5-10 g_ .... 73 

10 SEP 73 
10-12 SE,I? 73 
12·-20 SEP 73 
20-22 SEP 73 
22·- ·.') SEP 73 
30 S>'P ... , .. 73 
31 SEP ~ 2 OCT 

3-8 OC'l' 73 
9-17 OCT 73 

18-28 OCT 73 
29 OCT -· 4 NOV 

5-22 NOV 73 
18-22 NOV 73 

23 NOV 74 

24-29 NOV 73 
29 NOV - 1 DEC 

2 DEC 73 
3-14 DEC 73 
15-28 DEC 73 
29-31 DEC 73 

73 

73 

73 

- Enrout.':l Ha\1aii for Rirt'.r.PAC 7 3 ~boar-:~ 
USS KITTY HANK 

- Arrived H<:,tvaii 
- Inport Hawaii (Pcerl Harbor) 
·• RIMPAC 73 (in Hat'laii Ops a:t:e2.} 
- Znoort !:lai·7aii (Pear 1 Harbox-} 
- Enicute San Diggo 
- A~rivcd San Diego 
- Squadron moved ashore at NAS l-iir~a::c 

- Local training at NAS ~liramar 
- WEPTRAEX (Deployed aboard USS KITTY 

HA~~< in San Diego Carrier Ops area) 
- Based ashore at NAS i>iiramar 
- Operational Readiness Evaluatio~ aboa3 

USS KITTY HAWK 

- Ashore at NAS l-iir ama.r 
- Final preparations for cruise and 

squadron movement aboard KITTY HAt'lK 
- Departed CONUS for WESTPAC aboard 

KITTY HAWK 
- Enroute Hawaii 
·• !nport Hawaii 

- Departed Hawaii for Subic Bay 
·· Enroute Subic Bay 
- Inport Subic Bay 
- Local Carrier Opa 

Enclosure (.L} 



n:r;;o_TION AND R 'L.A.'l'IONS 

F.,;,g ter Sq\!&C.1.vn T~lO THIRTEEN is c.:. r.om_ one.at of C""rl..'.:. ~ • 
.Ai':"' l'ling EJ' .. EVEN and is hoJ!\eported at the ~1av ... ~l Air & - ':ion 
l~i· ..: r C~liforn:f.a. The pritw."lry mi:::~lon of this l-1cilonnell 
Dcusl"1.J ~'4.1 equ.i.pped Figh :.er Squc:.drun is to provide .... 11-
weathe·· a5.x: sup..;riority for the flne.t. 'I'i.le second&ry 
mission of the squadron is to suppl~~ent the Air Wing atta~k 
ca~ab:!. 'U.tics for convention.a.J. '1capons delii;ery. Comm •.. ndGr 
Rooert. L. Gilbc:o:t. USN \'las t:he Com..'nanding Officer from 20 
Ja~e 1972 until his r~lief on 15 Jun~ 1973 by Cownanacr 
Rcc;e!r w. BJ:ol'm,. USN durin.g ceremonies held at NAS Hiramc r. 

OPERATIONS 

The begir~ing of cale~de~ year 1973 denoted the st~~t of 
tt'rnarou.'!'ld training for VF-213. Due to the December i~flux 
of seven ne'\'l fleet pilots and three .RIO'~ 1 an especially in­
t.ensi ve cmd comprehensive tr.a:.l.ning schedule \'7,.s undertaken o 

Si-lllul to;neously, tho squadron's maintenance department ~ras 
tasked as the first Navy F4J ~quadron to institute ti ~ Air­craft Conditional Evaluation (ACE} Program. The ACE prog~am 
W"'ll initiated 1 December 1972 and completed 2 April 1973 
~ith a sizeable overall saving in ~mhours and maintenance costa for the Navy. At thl! -=-quadron level, -t·he ACE pro~wn1, encompassing a.a many as six aircraft at one time, heavjly 
taxed the maintenance e~fort and significantly lo,'lered , l.r­
craft availability for the period from O.:::cemb~r 1972 th ·oug 1 
April 1973. Flight; hours were J.imited as a direct rc""ult, and airborne training ·pas tem,?orarily dimit:ished. !n an 
attempt t.o coWlte:t: t.hesc effects, ai:rcrcw ~r"'ln:i.ng was 
mrudJnized by careful sr;hedul.ing and conscientious utiJ i.za­
tion of each f.lig~t hour. 

In ApriJ.,. after the ACE prog,:~ had bea.·:l successful).y co -
plated and the sqtwdrol".' a air~raft were nearing full sys te -status, the BlacK r.J.ons were selected to a.cqui ";'e V'fAS {Vlou , 
Ta.r.get l'~cquisition Syatsm) equipped aircraft.. Ti1is transi~ 
t~ion moant t1.:ansf:.:;: of the entire aircraft inveutory. A timetable of sirc~aft trat fers was coordina ed with VF-121, 
calling for the exchan<3e of aircre.ft ov .}r a aix m:mth p riori. The first ~~s equippea dircr~~t (BUNO 155881) wa~ r~ceilc~ 
from VF-121 on 11 Apl."il and tran-; i'ers c )ntin . ·ct into lat ~ 
Septembe::-. Once ag.uin tt.e main ~el"lanc~;;.; Jepar;; c .t -. · c, ll.eo. upon tc re·u~~nate a complete squaru:o~ o~ ai~c=af~ 2 d r~-sponded with ou•· "'djr.'J r;s•J.lts. By e=._l:r .. ~u:-_, ti-; c~u.·. 
possesse~ eight equipp~d, f.1] .. 1 s.•Fte..'Us c- ... )a,l.,te s.irc. 
due large:J y to p x. ~ 5.stence 'lnd ~--T _ ,..1-is o.: 'he .. :> ·!! 
d .... par'l:ment. 



.. 

on June ~.7i...h, VF-213 dth eight aircraft ... ~epl~Jed to H S 
Fa1~lon, N~1ad..1 c...s w"'l elcf.l_nt of Air Hing ELE'lELl fur co v_ 
tional Hear ens t~!. .ining and A:l.r Wing wol:-1-:·'p. on e ..... c>. ::1; 
tl.e Black Lion aircraft ·;ere configured \'lith a 600 galJ.o 1 
centerline tank and a corrplement of MK-76 practice bo1'l.bs 
or conventional live ordnancq (HK-82's or rockets). In 
c.ddition to ordnance delivery, aircrc.w participated .:..n EW, 
ACM, photo escort, and air \·ring ALPHA Stri'~e Training. 
During the two week deplo~~nt, VF-213 completed lOOw f ic 
scheduled sorties and once again demolstrated the expert 
ai~chip and skills characteristic of tr.e fighting Bl~~k 
Lions. 

Shortly after a l July return to NAS .ttir.amar, the seven 
new pilots bega~ a schedule'of day and night Fi~P's (Fie c 
Mirror Landing Practice) to prepare for their initial ~R­
QUAL • s in the J!.f.J. Each pilot was exposed to different 
situation~ and approa~h~ anticipated during carrier ope~a­
tions and accumulated an average of 18 practice periods or 
about 140 FMLP'a. On 27 July, these pilots went aboard u~s 
R1~GER to demonstrate thei~ skills while temporarily assign d 
t.o the VF-121 CA.RQUAL detachment. Poor 1eather and limit.._d 
time allocation prevented ~he complete qualification of ell 
pilots, yat each waa qivcn his first taste of Phantom I! 
performance around the ship, Wlder both day and night con­
ditions. 

August rearked the beginning of the squadro WOLkup for 
board operations. FMLP's at NAS I~amar prepared the Black 
Lions for the 16 JJ.ugullt co refresher deployme.itt aboard u..;s 
KXTTY HAWK. All aircrews pcrticipated ar.d totally qu,li:i•1 
each with fine individual perforu1::mces4 A to":al of 49 d y 
and 36 night arreatments t].;2re logged hy "ilF-213 <luring the 
five day pe~iod$ 

The Fighti:lg Blac!~ Lions again deplo}-ed aboard uss KIT'IY 
HAWK on 5 September to participate in RIMPAC 1973, a mt 1' ·.-n:\ 
Pacific Ocean exercisa. Once in the Hawaiian Island Ope~a­
ting area, the VF-213 crews flct· a diversified schedule and 
cmcelled in every area. Dw:ing the nine day period (12-20 S ~ 
marking the time frame of the simuletod "Blue \ '~'ater War, •· tl:e 
squadron met ew~ry comzo.im.ont, flying 133 hours and si.nuJ.at~.n 
the shooting do-.m of a total of 27 Orange Force (enemy) . 
. ircraft. Two aircrews ach~eved the status of Rn4PAC "ACESH 
by colleoting f:ive "kills" apiece, the only KI'I'TY l:UU\'TK flier" 
to achieve such sta us during the exPrcise. 

A 



it 
moral 

1 the achie nt 
of the outstandina rating m· z ed to the oquadron. On 9 
0 tob r, th fi~st ay of the WEP~RAEX, two s p~rate s c­
tione of Black Lion aircraft were launched qainst single 
A-4' a from tha Navy Fighter Weapons School. In bo":h cngag~· 
ments VP-213 aircraft scored simulat d kills on their Nongoof 
opponent. ho e involved in this initial exercise set th3 
prec dent for t e remainder of the WEPTRAEX by earning excelJ 
ACM cores of 85 and 90. On 15 October, an air-to-a'r miss: 

hoot "'as conduc d in the . cif_ Ius il Rang off Poi t M 
~1o Bl~ck L ~ dircraft were 1 h d, e ch c rryi hLM-
(Sid wind ) m iles. Ach' a v ual s"ghtin 
wing aircr ft euvered to • o'clock po iti 
target, la c its AIM-9B maneuv ring BQ 

direct hit, knocking the out of the air. 
chieve nt th ire ew .£. and 

letter fro T 1 dyne R} Th 
rall o s ng succe s \ 

on the m y tr hour o 

On 29 Octob 

ployment. 
VF-213 was 

w 
et~ 



SPECIAL TOP CS 

Safety 1973 

1. Total hour fl~ 
day: 

night: 

2. CVA ~andings: 

196 • 
1466. 
501.4 

day: 20 
night: 16 
~tal: 369 

3. Aircraft Acci 
a. l-72A LT 

training accident 
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All n a11, 1.973 pr d h a 
the nBl l Lions" of VF-"13 g vi .,u;;.> 
hours spent briefing and flyJ.ng during tll d"v s.ifi d 
tiona and r ulting in nBla k L·on~· ai ~r w be;n 
the fin ot in the ·l t. 

c 



his B.s. D .. gr~e. In Septe· ~ r :95 . 
the A Tiat:.i.o~ Off· ce1:s Cand.'.c1ate P o 
Florida nd \·ms co:mmis~io _d an 
was designa.ted a Naval Avi tor on 

Hj s first set of ordc:r·s as a l a ·al A ·ia · 
VF-121 where as a student he ~Jew the PJ-3. 
he reported to VF·-124, via VF-24, '1."-lel"'? as 
sitioned to the F-eu. upon cornpletton of t ~ Jl 
ber of 1959 he reported to V!'-211 , serr· ng as 
flying the F-BU-1 and compJe~ing a dep yr: 
Pacific aboard USS LEXING'l'ON in 1960-61. 

In December of 1961 Commander B-own repo 
where, as AIO/Materic;~.l Control Offi~"" -, h a 1 
flight instructor. From Nove·nbe:c 19,.. 4 t.o r-1 . 
Brown was stationed in France assisting th 
their transition to the F-SE-FN ai~cra~ • 

Returning to a training ~ tntus ir 
Brown reported to VF-101 when he t ~ns' ~ODe~ 
aircraft. Upon completion oft a'ring in 
reported to VF-32 and served as Assi a. 
lstration Officer. In June of 1966 t: 

Western Pacific aboard uss R OS~VE~T, 
in January of 1967. 

After a five month Medit-rra • 
reported to CV'Il-2 where he s e.r\ · ;d a.;;~ th , 
making a brief cruise to WESTPAC i 
in October of 1968 aboard uss ~~G. 
reported to OPNAV in Washington, D. ::!o " 
a CNO study group in OPB6 ~ntil Novernbe 

Commander Brown reported to Fighter Sqladr 
THREE as Executive Officer in July 1972 abo(l;...d 
EA~ where he completed the combat tour wiU th 
In june of 1973 Conunander Bro'tvn assumed Con; ar.d 
Squadron TWO ONE THREE. To date he has ea:cr. 0. 
Medals and tuo Navy Comm-ndation 1 d 1 .• 

15 
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Academyr receiving hjs Commission as 
1957. He 1as designated a NavC~l Avi 

His first of orders a a N v 1 Aviator ~er~ co v~-~3 

d 

at NAS Los Alamito , flying th s-2, he e hem d 01~ TPAC 
cruise aboard o USS YORKTO _ • C pleting this tour of d 
ir August 1960, he was ordered to Anti-sub. rine Sq dron 
TWENTY FI\i"E at i\5 North Island, s rv_ g as LSO and " i nt 
Operations Officer. flying t.lte S-2 , tlh rc he a:'..so c . le d 
his second WESTPAC cruise aboard the uss YORKTOw~. 

In F-;bruary of 1962 Commander Heisner reporb~d to 
Carrier Anti-submarine Group FIFTY FIVE where he serve as 
CAG LSO, again flying in the S-2F and also completing another 
WESTPAC cruise aboard the USS YORKTOWN. In t.ray of 1963 
Commander Heisner reported to ATC Patuxent River where he 
erved as a teat pilot, flying various types of aircr t i -

eluding the F-1, F-4, F-5, F-6, -8 and F-9. 

Following co pletion of his tour at Patuxent Riv , 
Commander Heisner re orted to VF-12 w re, in a train"ng 
tatus he completed his transition to the F-8 aircraft. 

Following completion of his tralni1g, h r ported to VF 53 
where he served as Adnuni trativ o f"~er, Maintenanc 
Officer and Operation Office , flyin the F-8E. 

In 1968 Co d r Heis er r p 
Pt. l-1ugu \"There h s d as 1- int 
jecta Officer nd Officer in Ch g 
41. Following co pl tion of h_ t 
where he assumed the uties o~ ~ 
F-8 Crusader. 

Commander Hei ner report€d to Fight 
THREE as Executjve O·ficcr in June 973 at NAS Hir 
the squadron was ,wait g its upco. ng cru· e. To date, 
heJnas earned the Meritoriou Unit Co ndaticn wh1 e at VX-4, 
~~avy Unit Coi!lillend ion, 13 Strike/£ligh Air Medals, 
4 Individual Air Z.:edale along ith the vy Co 3 d daJ.. 

ncl ou J) 
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FIGHTER SQUlillRO. ~ 'l'WO ONE THREE FLIGHT SUl4MAF.Y 

FLIGHT HOURS (JAN-DEC 1973) ARRESTED LANDINGS 

DPY NIGL'I TOTAL D.t'\Y NIC:IT -- ---
JAN 124.7 27.6 152.3 0 0 
FEB 107.0 56.8 163.8 0 0 
MAR 111.8 20.2 132.0 0 0 
APR 108 .. "4 1.2 109.6 0 0 
Z.!AY 143.7 12 .. 6 156.3 0 0 
JUN 310~5 12.6 323.1 0 0 
JUL 90.0 134.2 224.2 0 0 
AUG 72.0 29.5 101.5 52 36 
SEP 90.0 ·~2 .l 132.1 44 26 
OCT 180.8 102.0 282.8 79 72 
NOV 59 .. 4 3~.1 93o5 ll 11 
DEC 68.1 28.5 96.6 21 17 -- --- ---
TO'l'AT..2 JA 6 6 • ~ 501.4 1967.8 207 162 

.,.. .u.v.Losurc (l) 
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AIF.C'RA.FT IN V.F'· 2.l3 I NVENTORY DURING 1973 

AS OF 1 J&~ 1973: 

F4J 157272 
157265 
1572,J2 
157243 
157247 
157251 
157254 
157255 
155808 
155764 
155832 
155849 

TRANSFERS: 

F4J 157242 TX TO VF-121 5 FEB 73 
157246 RX FROM VF-114 6 FEB 73 
155805 TX TO VF-121 21 FEB 73 
155901 RX FROM VF-114 21 FEB 73 
155764 TX TO VF-121 22 MAR 73 
155832 TX TO VF-114 30 l-mR 73 
155881 RX FROM VF-121 11 ~R 73 
155901 TX TO VF-121 13 APR 73 
155572 R~ FROM VF-121 19 APR 73 
157255 TX TO VF-121 25 APR 73 
155575 RX FROM VF-121 3 MAY 73 
157265 TX ~0 VF-121 9 MAY 73 
155849 TX TO VF-121 15 MA~ 73 
155876 ·R.'C FROZ.l VF-121. 16 MAY 73 
157272 TX TO ~~-121 23 MAY 73 
155882 RX FROM VF-121 1 JON 73 
157251 TX TO VF-·121 SJJUN 73 
155880 RX FROU VF-121 13 JUN 73 
155559 RX FROM VF-121 20 JUN 73 
157246 TX TO VF-121 11 JUL 73 
155563 ~~ FROM VF-121 13 JUL 73 
155836 RX FROM VF-121 26 JUL 73 
157247 TX TO VF-121 27 JUL 73 
155886 OPERATIONAL LOSS 7 AUG 73 
153795 RX FROM ~~-121 9 AUG 73 
157243 TX TO VF-121 14 AUG 73 
158352 RX FROM VF-154 20 AUG 73 
157254 TX TO VF-142 23 AUG 73 
155872 RX FROM VF-121 31 AUG 73 
155732 RX FR0!-1 VF-12J. 21 SEP 73 
158352 TX TO VF-154 14 NOV 73 
155872 TX TO VF-121 16 NOV 73 

,ft 
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~s cF 3J ~~c 1973: 

Ir4J 15::>?32 
153795 
155563 
155559 
155880 
155882 
155876 
155575 
155572 
155881 

ACE SCHEDULE OF AIRCRl>..FT TRANSFERS: 

157243 

157272 

157251 

157265 

157255 

157254 

IN 

1 DEC 72 
7 FEB 73 

5 DEC 72 
5 JA..T\l 7 3 
28 FEB 73 

9 DEC 72 
21 DEC 72 

13 DEC 72 
15 JAN 73 
28 FEB 73 

14 DEC 72 

19 DEC 72 
5 E'EP.> 73 

19 

OUT 

5 JAN 73 
13 FEB 73 

9 DEC 72 
2t1 FEB 73 
1J} MAR 73 

18 DEC 72 
27 MAR 73 

21 DEC 72 
24 FEB 73 
23 !-"J\.R 73 

21 FEB 73 

27 DEC /2 
2 APR 73 



HISTORY 

FIGHTER SQU.ADRON TJ;·W ONE THREE 
1955 - 1973 

?ighter Squad:con 'I'i'lO O:NE THREE's dist:i.nguished history 
began on 22 June 1955 when the squadron Wc.s com:rnissioned <?.t 
NAS Moffet Field. The new famott.s "BLACK LION" insign.iu con­
sisting of a lion surmotmting the constellation Leo against 
the dark nightsky \'l?.s c~1osen to depict the courage and ten­
acity necessary to perform the squadrones mission in the en­
vironment in '\fhich we work. F.ssigned the du.;:l and demanding 
missions of night/all-\ieather air defense and special weapons 
deli very, the squadron was ini t:i.a~.ly equipped with the Mc­
Connell F-2H3 BANSHEE. 

Followi.ng an extensiv·e training period, the BLACK LIONS 
joined Air Wing ~mLVE and departed for the Far East on 
board USS BON HOMME RICHARD (CVA-31} in early August 1956. 
Shortly after their return from a very successful cruise, 
the BLACK LIONS becw~ one of the first Navy squadrons to 
receive the F-4D SI<YRAY. This aircraft, then the Nav-y 1 s 
finest all-weather interceptor, was a radical change irom 
the BANSHEE both in performance and external appearance. 
At the time of its introduct:ion to the fleet, the F-4D \·Jas 
the holder of several world speed and climb records. 

Deploying aboard USS LEXINGTON (CVA-16) , the BLACK 
LIONS commenced the first of t~1o WESTPAC cruises r,.;i th t.he 
"For.d." Their return from the Far East in February 1960 
marked the last operational deplo}~nt of the SKYR~Y to 
the Far East. 

Home again at Moffet Field, VF-213 swapped the F-4D 
for the McDonnell F-3H DEMON in March 1960. By November 
1960, fully coxooat ready with their new aircraft, the BLACK 
LIONS boarded the USS HANCOCK (CVA-19) for their fourth de-· 
ployment in as many years. Returning in June 1961, the 
squadron was shifted to NAS Miramar which was dGBtined to 
become "Fighter Town" home of all "AIRPAC 1

' fighter aircraft. 
In the various competitions which ensued, VF-213 immediately 
distinguished itself as the outstanding all-weather fighter 
squadron. In October of that year, with less than ten air­
craft aboard, the squadron fleov1 over 600 hours. A "missile 
shoot" at Point Mugu the following month established a new 
Pacific Missile Range record for squadron proficiency. 

February 1962 found the BLACK LIONS once more bov.nd for 
WESTPAC, again aboard USS HANCOCK (CVA-19}. The deployment 
was highlighted by participation in th.e Uni'Ced States initial 
support ope~ations in Laos. Prior to their return to CONUS 
in June, all pilots ht:'.d qualified as 11Cen·t.urions 11 aboard 
HANCOCK. The next crll:i.se in lli\NCOCK, June-Decemh3r 1963, 

Enclosure (1) 
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..: c. . ~ ·- g down t"~--. ~ ..;p~·t:-11' 0!1. t.n~ DB-.oN and ti~·:. B.L.l\( .• L.u.;NS c.:Ir.!"'.enced transi t.io::.1 ·i:o th~ F-·4 PIL.CU~TOM shortly after :!:"e­turning to Itira.ma::. The squadron was assigned a u..nique version of the PF. .... 'tNTOr.-1, the F-4G, containing data link equ.ip­rrent compatible- \•r.i·t...l-J. shipboard and airborne Tactica.l Data Systems D An eigh"tee;n month ·training and evaluc>.t.:i.on period follo"Vred du:t"ing 'Vlhich the BlJtCK LIONS p1.oneered and stan­d2.rdized. mu.ch of the Tactical Data System opera·;;.ions in us-3 today. The BLACK LIONS f first deployment in PHANTOMS, "lhich commenced in No~iarnber 1965 aboard USS F.ITJ~Y HA1f1K (CVA-63) , 
was a combat deployment in the Gulf of Tonkin. In addition to continued operational evaluation of the Tactical Data Systems, the squadron accrued ~mother "First" in the eva­luat1on of th·: Approach Po¥7er Compensator System while sup­port.:l.ng U11ited States commitments in North and Sou·t:11 v·ietnam. This de9loyment marked the first utilization of the F-4 as a conventional bomber, a role which was destined to wa~k the P~M as the nurober one aircraft in the Navy, Air Force and Marine inventory. Returning on June 19, 1966, the 
BLACK LIONS traded their F-4G's for the latest F-4B's, 
again equipped with specialized electronic gear which re­quired combat operational evaluation. 

Midway through their short t1.t.rn around training period, the BLACK LIONS operating proficiency and accomplishments were recognized by the receipt of the Chief of Naval Oper­ations Safety Award. In November 1966 we were aboard USS KITTY HAWK again heading for t'lhat was no~.; a "hot" war in the Gulf of Tonkin. Noi:able among the many accomplishments we:r.e the destl.'"Uction of a Noxth Vietnamese "Colt" aircraft, the strikes against Haiphong, Hanoi , Van Die11, Than Hoa and the first United States strike against the Mig base at Kepu 

Late June 1967 found t~e BlACK LIONS back at Mirama~ read:ying themselves for their ·chird consecutive coiiLbat cruise in less than two years. Despite heavy operating schedules and short tuz:naround periods, the outst~anding 
readiness of the B~£K LIONS was amply evidenced by the 
95.7 received du1:ing the Administrative/Ma·cerial inspection conducted just prior to deployment. ~ne second consecutive Chj.ef of Naval Operations Safety Award presented to the BLACK LIONS reflected the spirit and competence o£ the entire squadron. 

Leaving San Diego in November 1967, the B~~CK LIONS 
ar~ived on the line the 23rd of December, remaining there until 21 February to set a new record for. consecutive days on Yankee Station. During this period, the squadron flew an unprecedented 1633 hours in 917 combat sorties. May 1968 marked the anniversary of our fourth year of PI~~~TOM oper­ations, primarily in the combat area, without an operational accident; a period during which we have flo~m ov~~ 20,000 hours and made 6000 carrier land~.ngs o This is a record u.n­equalled by any opej:ational squadron and certainly- e:nvied by all of them. Official .recogniticn of this performance 
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.. :::ni ::s c 1 t:ho ~:'.S H~. ·:ana 'I:' iJ.:l .. o.r;~.:;.; gx-ct.·-~d. sh.c:: i:ly ,r,fter ~~c­
~urnii~ ~o S~n Di~go in ~une 1S6R. 

After enjoying their first Christmas at home in four 
years, the BLACK LIONS departed San Diego aboard USS KITTY 
HAWK for their fourth consecutive deployment in the Gulf of 
Tonkin. Despite the cessation of bombing in North Vietnam, 
VF-213 maintained a high tempo of flight ope~ations both 
in the Gulf of Tonkin and the YelloT:7 Sea, f~.ying 1897 sorties 
for 3741 flight hours and e>..-penuing ne~rly 1000 'c.::>ns ordn ... nre. 

Returning to CONUS in September 1969, the BLACK LIONS 
began their transition to the F4J, a more pm.;erf:ul and 
sophisticated version of the PHANTOM !I. After completing 
months of arduous training in all phases of F-4 flying, 
VF-213 once again mo-ved aboc.rd the USS KITTY HAt'll<. In 
November 1970, the ship and air wing departed for another 
extended deployment in the Southeast Ae:.ia \far zone. During 
the cruisE., the squadron fle>v hundreds of missions against 
·i:he Ho Chi £-linh Txail in Laos. The BLti.CK LIONS also support­
ed the South Viet-namese thrust into Laos and participated 
in several protective reaction strikes into North Vietn&~. 
For its efforts, the squadron was av7arded the Navy Unit 
Citation and, for its outstanding safety record, it w~s 
awarded its fourth CNO Safety Awa~d on returning to CONUSo 

After a short and hectic turnctrotmd, the squadron 
deployed again in USS I<ITTY rm-,JI< on February 17, 1972 in 
support of U.S. withdrawal. During the deployment the BLACI: 
LIONS cont.inued to set records • The squadron' s air.crews 
flew over 2100 missions and dropped over 1200 tons of or­
dnance l'lith seven aircrewJnen accumulating IPore than 300 
missions each. During the deployment the BLP.CK LIONS alsJ 
spent a record 188 days on the line. 

The year of 1973 gave VF-213 a well-deserved long 
turnaround and training cycle. In April, after a four 
month ~.CE program which had yielo.ed six completely overhaul­
ed aircraft, the squadron traded all twelve aircraft to 
VF-121 in return for twelve VTAS-equipped aircraft. The 
new aircraft gave ti18 BLACK LIONS the most advanced dog­
fight capability and versa·tili ty available in the F-4J.. In 
November, VF-213 lowered its inventory to ten aircraft in 
accordance with the new CV ca.rrier concept requ.Lceuents 
and deployed aboard USS KITTY Hl~W~ for the BLACK LIONS 
eight ~VESTPAC cruise. The close of 1973 found VF-213 op­
erating in the South China Sea in preparation for an antici­
pated Indian Ocean deploymen·t o 
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~AL 

Ordnance delivered against the ene~ in Southeast Asia (MAR - NOV 1972) 

9 - 25 March 1st Line Period - 193 tons 

3 April - 22 May 2nd Line Period - 363 tons 

1 - 27 June 3rd Line Period - 98 tons 

8 July - 4 August 4th Line Period - 145 tons 

15 August - 5 September 5th Line Period - 151 tons 

15 Septimber - 2 October 6th Line Period - 118 tons 

12 October - 5 November 7th Line Period - 114 tons 

Total Ordnance Expended - 1132 tons 
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